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It lias been a sort of battlefield on which opposite prin-
ciples have been tried. No opinion, however extreme
any way, but may be found, as the Romanists are not
slow to reproach us, arnorig its Bishops and Divines.
Yet what has been its career upon the whole ? Which
way has it been moving through 300 years ? Where
does it find itself at the end ? Lutherans have tended
to Rationalism; Calvinists have become Socinians ; but
what has it become ? As far as its Formularies are
concerned, it may be said all along to have grown
towards a more perfect Catholicism than that with which
it started at the time of its estrangement; every act,
every crisis which marks its course, has been upward.

" What a note of the Church is the mere production
of a man like Butler, a pregnant fact much to be medi-
tated on ! and how strange it is, if it be as it seems to
be, that the real influence of his work is only just now
beginning! and who can prophesy in what it will end ?
Thus our Divines grow with centuries, expanding after
their death in the minds of their readers into more and
more exact Catholicism as years roll on.

" Look across the Atlantic to the daughter Churches
of England in the States : c Shall one that is barren bear
a child in her old age ?' yet e the barren hath borne
seven.3 Schismatic branches put out their leaves at
once, in an expiring effort; our Church has waited three
centuries, and then blossoms like Aaron's rod, budding
and blooming and yielding fruit, while the rest are dry.
And lastly, look at the present position of the Church at
home; there, too, we shall find a note of the true City